
Congratulations to Jeff Krete, Ducks Unlim- 
ited Canada (DUC) conservation specialist 
from Ontario, on his third World Champion- 
ship win in the Decorative Miniature Wildfowl 
category at the 40th annual Ward World 
Championship Wildfowl Carving Competition 
and Art Festival held in April in Ocean City, 
Maryland.

The signature event for wood waterfowl 
carvers, this event provides a forum for judging 
contemporary wildfowl art, and an oppor- 
tunity to compare techniques and exchange 
ideas and information. Over 1,400 carvings 
were entered by carvers of all levels, from 
Youth to World Class, in 38 divisions which 
include life-size and miniature decorative 
bird carvings, interpretive carvings and several 
categories of working decoys.

Krete started the winning carving, the great 
Argus pheasant pair in their habitat, almost 
two years ago and finished it just before the 
show. The great Argus is a rare pheasant from 
Borneo and Malaysia.

Krete was not the only Canadian to walk 
away with the title of World Champion. Four 
of the five winners were Canadians, and three 
of them currently reside in southern Ontario.

Three times a winner for 
DUC’s Krete at world 
carving competition

The 22nd annual National Amateur 
Retriever Championship was hosted by the 
North Bay and District Retriever Training 
Club in North Bay, Ont., in July.

In these competitions, dogs run through 
a series of 10 tests, challenging their natural 
and handling abilities in events in water and 
on dry land. Taking home top honours at 
this year’s week-long event was FTCH 
AFTCH Flatlands Sledgehammer, owned 
and handled by Connie Swanson of Mel- 
bourne, Ont. 

“This year’s event went very well,” says 
Dona Martin, communications director for 
the National Retriever Club of Canada, 
adding that the number of contestants was 
up this year. “The judges were very expe- 
rienced and because of the heat they were 
cognizant of the stresses on the dogs. The 
tests were not as long as in previous years 

because of the hot and humid weather, but 
were still very demanding.”

Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is a 
proud sponsor of this event, as well as the 
2010 National Retriever Championship, 
which will take place in Merritt, B.C., 
Sept. 20-25.

North Bay goes to the dogs!

Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is 
proud to be partnering in “Québec à Vol 
d’Oiseau” (QVO), a new televised hunting 
show produced by the Gravel Agency. The 
show will air in the fall on Sunday morn- 
ings, starting Sept. 19.   

“The Gravel Agency is a supporter of 
DUC’s work in Quebec and we’re pleased 
to be part of this new hunting show,” says 
Ken Bailey, DUC’s national director of 
fundraising.

On the DUC side, when the opportunity 
was presented, the deal was pulled together 
by Madeleine Arbez, director of marketing, 
DUC Quebec manager Bernard Filion and 
provincial fundraising manager Jocelyn 
Landry.

“We hope it will help DUC increase 
our profile and the support we need to 

continue to deliver our conservation pri- 
orities in Quebec and the rest of Canada,” 
says Filion.

Show host José Boily will take viewers 
through a wide range of hunting experi-
ences across the various regions of Quebec 
with a focus on presenting the educational 
and traditional aspects of hunting in a 
candid and entertaining manner. Chef Jean 
Olivier will also share recipes.

“DUC’s involvement will include a two- 
minute segment on each show to showcase 
our conservation history, our passionate 
volunteers and our proud hunting heritage 
in Quebec,” says Bailey. “The aim is to in- 
crease the understanding of our waterfowling 
heritage and to celebrate the important role 
waterfowlers play in wetland and waterfowl 
conservation.”

DUC teams with Quebec TV show to  
promote waterfowling, conservation
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DUC conservation specialist Jeff Krete shows off his 
award-winning great Argus pheasant pair. The win 
is Krete’s third at the Ward World Championship 
Wildfowl Carving Competition. 

Left to right: Bill and Connie Swanson, with judges Barry 
Grundy, Dawne McKenzie and Gerry Pozzebon.


